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In that, he sees fit to represent me as arguing that
" TITUS ANDRONICUS is too bloody and THE TAMING
OF THE SHREW too illiberal to be admitted to the
Canon." I trust that the studious reader will note
how much the Professor has understood, or read, of
the technical arguments of THE CANON. I confess I
had not hitherto realised how incompetent a Folio-
later may be to understand what he reads. Such, let
it be realised once for all, is the measure of attention
and intelligence brought to bear on the matter by a
British Academy lecturer.
5. It were perhaps more humane to say nothing
of the concluding convulsion of strenuous sarcasm,
in which " my friend " predicts that as a result of
my efforts Shakespeare will be finally revealed as
" of Scotch origin," and a modern rationalist and
radical. But it is really to make occasion to avow a
sense of the pitifulness of it all that I make mention
of that lamentable wind-up, considered as a reply to
a detailed indictment. Are these the shifts to which
academic orthodoxy is reduced ?
By force of assurances given to me by others, I
have been led to think that there survives, and oper-
ates, an opinion on the part of some academic persons
that a non-academic person is barred by the pro-
prieties from any save a humble remonstrance in the
case of his being critically scourged by one of the
former. Quite a number of instances bear out the
inference ; and it seems just possible that there lies
part of the explanation of a number of phenomena